
 

 
 
 

Instructions for applicants – Argumentative essay 
 
Purpose: The argumentative essay allows the admissions committee to assess your ability 
to construct a coherent, critical, and well-supported academic argument in English. It also 
provides insight into your familiarity with second language learning issues and your ability to 
engage with theoretical or pedagogical perspectives relevant to the field. 
You may choose to use theory, but it is not compulsory. If you decide to do it this way, please 
use APA 7th. 
Language: English 
Length: Between 600 and 700 words 
 
Format: 

• Font: Times New Roman, size 12 
• Line spacing: 1.5 
• File format: PDF 
• Include your full name and essay title at the top of the first page 

 
Instructions: 
 
Write an argumentative essay in response to one of the following thesis statements: 
 

1. Technology will ultimately hinder second language learning.  
2. Intelligence can be a critical factor in second language learning. 
3. EPective second language teaching must integrate learners’ cultural background. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

Argumentative Essay – Evaluation scale 
 

Criterion Description Max. 
Points 

Clarity and relevance 
of thesis 

The central argument is clear, specific, and relevant 
to the prompt. 

5 

Argument 
development and 
coherence 

The essay presents logical reasoning, clear 
progression of ideas, and strong cohesion between 
paragraphs. 

7 

Critical thinking The essay engages with multiple perspectives, 
evaluates arguments, and demonstrates analytical 
depth. 

6 

Language and 
academic writing 

Language use is accurate, fluent, and appropriate 
for academic writing; minimal grammar and 
vocabulary errors. 

4 

Structure and 
formatting 

The essay adheres to academic conventions and 
formatting guidelines; includes title, references, 
and word count. 

2 

Total  24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


